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J A Sermon Preach'd on the Faſt, 


hand to betray all unto the Enemy ; nay, fo far 
had their Fear tranſporred them, char the berrer 
( as they thought) ro cominend themſelves to 
the favour of the Conquerour, .they jad alcea- 
dy reſolved to eſpoute as well Fiis Religion as his 
Language: Others-more {tcadfaſt ro pi Gad 
and fairh 1 ro their Country, could not, nor 
would'nor with fo great Sacrifices endeavour. the 
appcaſing of the Tyrant's Wrath. Howeycr;;theſe 
held at Ethry to diſpatch an Embaſly to Egypt 
for Aid ; theſe inſtead Es, ſeeking to the Lord their 
God to coycr them from the Fury, RACE, and 
Inſults of A571, bave recourſe 9 Pharaoh, 
by this. means (as faith the Pro ):they added 
Sin to Sin ; that is, to their firſt = of forſaking 
of $00 not cntreating Counſel. and Strength 
they added the other, of rruſting. in; the 
ch: A both thele the Royal Pro- 
ph abit iganrs denunciation of 
Wor. Toca Gra mane Tens. 21 , 
theirs; we arc threatned by. £ 10 Barr .F ennatharib, 
a Tyrant IlEbrced and U-condivoncd, ' a A, VELY 
: Bramble rhat creeps and ſpreads ir (elf, it poſſivic 


tO. 


"Et. 


"th \ calls: C brifliens) are turned vcry : 
Jews, and-wonld if they could through rs un- I 
accounmtablc far ( it roo: impoſlible they; ſhould I 
do:1r:from a Principle iof Fe) berray all into | 
his hands; theſe bore alrcady gone fo far as bc- 
© = pgs owni Language: and -Rcligion to mcer 

m | 
- Others among us ſtrengehen themielves only in 
the Confederacy, theſe arc ſuch as have, cvcr wall 
cd frowardly-with God; that have: under - hand, 
if nor" openly, wh ot SA ro throw. down. Hs 
Aker; wo 'CONRaeR. the T, curh,. to: rid —_ < all, paz 


the Living 


PE x Ave ba 
men. to-belicye that the 
NOW COVEF thew, they S 


ve © 


'( as qtheÞ Con: 

56 other Places )-to ſeek unto! God for 

g upon the Confultatiors'of this preſcnt 
Parliament; and'Vam of that Faith, char if in:this 


we are fincere, 'we ſhall” Rill eat the[goodiof the 
> all chis/noiſe-and 


none. | ro make us 
I we tithe up Legions of Devour, Harable 
4d} Fervent: Pets We may once again 
ef ies Sennacherib's Army' deftroyed 
T T12ngs 19. 35, 37: | 
— to, WER SA 


. Is, 
+ 20s We Wikdon,/ Dir add hh ofirms 
Kingdom and Nation,nowing and owning the | 
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dom is-hot as wv 
> 2þ 1 it be. Sg yet, what hinders b 
to. be as-ttue and: 


Auf us by the 
BE pi be ee the face to re- 


to at 51Cnocpro- 
d expedient: for Religious; Wiſe = Con-- 
Io . having the. cares; 46 


HR mT 


your F Ro ra 1h our God 
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 They-are not like the!: 


| baſly: ro by7pr, .burfor fendit 
cherry ore have ordredcheeonc 


cy, you may. 
. Our Saviour while inthe 


3” 
rraordinary : work wichout De 
ly by Pradtice ; as well as Þ) ; 

his great dj 
fore 


why *F mpegs upreahl 
of God by Prayer and 


king upon:the Con 
ment. /N(rhis ag che; cffe&t of heir; 


nor to lean. on. their, own. 


wo. pas 1 Preach 01: JeFal, 


55'6..1/They, deſire roacknowledge.God. in. all cheir 
ways, and therefore: invocate him, and'no doubt. 
-will Proſper the better for-it.| - ;:-/+ - 1 
The greater Mine the : more . Gol 
refifteth the Proud, eth che Gxeogth, agd:ine 
fatuates reins oh they conkide, but ever giveth 
_grace tothe kumble.. +5 | 
They neither preſume nor Gloryin heir own A: 
_biliries nor do.they defie their Enemies upon: the. I- 
maginacionof what themſelves can-daghough their 
;powerbe-truly great butyou.ſee rheirdozenta 
co-meerichem, -arid their'datk:-deligns in the-Name | 
"of the God'of- J/ael:; chey will like Hexgkiah,Jſa.37, | 
43," 5- Firſt repair co.God,nd:by Prayer arid Hue 
Rl AT er the: Appealing: hisW rath,' 'and 


then'Providd againſ4 e threatnings of the Epcmyz 
; DPI TO before TA, 


at yl we will in decime nletetaechey 
| cheirEnemies, $ not becauſc- udgments 
of God are far aboye'our of their-fight ; but becauſe 
ivthis a&t of Devotion, God is initheir hghe, his 
Goodneſs 'and : Love; his Wiſdom and Power, his 
Fruthiand Mercy: arc before their ; The'God 
of Fruth! hath, 1 faidit, EE Le EOS 
of a Conirite and. Humble Spirit, Ifa. 57<25-':To revive 

6 of the humble; and 20 as the Heart of the 


74 "December - X TI; 16955 ig p FF | 
Gontrite one 3 if. he therefore dwelleth with one ſuch, 
. we may. well hope he will not withdraw his comfor- 
ting and cheriſhing preſence from.a whole DIS of 
the-ſame gracious temper. | * 
Forks Locus Were at this cirns called 
to offer up our humble -andherr Prayers, 
would be Gracious unto, and-blek che gn 
bly of Parliament, argues likewiſe the Pic 
cy of them that promoted this days mect 
Iris on-argument they are nor gathered: 
gainſt theLord, nor againſt;his'Anointe 
bad it b i peer -napptdogsbie: by udence to'ha 
pected © ſon'ok-t ous God, 
is the great and beſt preſerver Gi ing 
Princes: cf 
Jeroboam . who had been falſe v 
- more- out of neceflity thah = ek 
behalf of his ſick Son, bu & 
Hypocrifie, obſerve his maniner/ar i 
Kings 14. >. phenom bis Wh » uh 
privacy, *and.to. be.yet more priva | 
adilpune, And thanks beto God, we nuy 
lievethey-who have chis day putws'np 
to: God; haye' hearts ri right | 'towrAr ey h 
him, chey love his word hey loverthe Govern» - 
ment," they love che People; chey: Ty ret ard 
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m 4 {Gam pred, on the Faſt, 


oe hs firſt place; in che” ſubjec Matter of your 
Prayer, | hold it neeeflary that we, 
2, Be inftant and 1 urgent with 'God now in the 
Church, and anon in our Cloſets, topity this fin- 

' ful Nartion with the Grace of Repentance ; that 
we tyrning from qur Sins, he may let go bis Dif- 


pleaſure. 

Whoſo ſhall tell you this Advice is not ſeaſona- 
ble and neceſſary, muſt Tpeak againſt his Know- 
ledg ; and he thar perſwades you to hope for God's. 

- ng before you repent, encourages youto hope 
againſt your Belief, _ 

Amſterdam iis reported to be x Medley of Raligi- 
.6n3 and to; peak withonrFlartery, joe ray pro- 
Le be Res a Sink of Sin. Have we'net a- 
us the Senſualicy of the old World; the Luft 

35-8 the Orilty © of Ee pt, the Careleſticfand 
blur of Laiſh, the Drunkenneſs of * Per fes, he 
Slices of "Jern alem, the Idolatry" of Babylon," the 
Infidelity of Begbſaids and: Chorazin, the Pride of Ca 
pernaum, the impertinent Curioſity of Athens, the 
Flateery of 'Zidon, . the Lying of. Greer, 2nd the 
Luke\ armneſs of 's bane ok 

et 


INNER ax ip? \ 


bir On to find a bloody Cain, an « 
Nimrod, a. complying Zaron, a revenge 
an over:indulgent El, - a maſldorihg, Ha 
ceicful and-treacherous Jaeb,;a blaſphen 
kah * Sed we. range. Liars, w 
are born, a 

p3- his herny ts aye i 
as with 2 Garment 2 Haye-we- notnhis 
whoſe Flatteries are ſmoother than'Qil, whole Ca- 
lumaiations are\ſharper' than a two-edged Sword ? 
'Haye we not his Courtiers/who tar-athis. Table, 
are free: to his Chappel,/ and yer like wp heir cheir heel 
againſt him? Have we not his Fools, who ſay. i io 
cheir beart, there is no God ?/Nay, we gw N00" 
who. in Print declare: the Soo. God was no-S2- 
vious: 1/2; th: $141T- 2907 
falſe Virnelſes, er x laflines 2 
a. Demetrius. to roar out- for: Dima? a Demetrins.1 
————_ ve we'tior 

rao and an NOT Denee?' How 


rnony: /but:n 
ndiif we did, ic ws Gonbb bedincen 
4 C I 8 


26 A Sermon preacb'd ow-1he Faſt, 

-  Bur'when we look upon theſe Sins: with reſpett 
ro their Circumſtances, O wyetched Nation, who 
ſhall-deliver thee !'-QurSins are aggrandiz'd-in that 
SE: commitred nerfor want of a Lawzot a Law 
explain'd, be we fia againſt the Law of ' Nature 

our M col inſt the Law' of God 
Laws he Land; our Hp rat 


F the oor of « Word which i is fo 
en | —_ -fin wi a high hand, 
or we. {in- Principles OR, 
againſt our ne Vow, againſt the Stiri 
the Spirir of Grace, againſt the' Reproofs of 
-2  painki ruiugSv6 ain oben 
our i Sins have been commited againſt Mercies and 
Judgments, againſt Warnipgs, Calls, Promiſes and - 
ſon of Re Repentance-and Reformation. 
-Now'isirnot high-timefor God to be'avenged on. 
ſuch a Nation as-ours, to eaſe himſelf of ſuchgrand) 
Enemies and-notorious Rebels? 'It would: further: 
| vg that re would 
IT TOUCH cs Bakand & 4 of their 
Wickedneſs;. artery Hex domme pt re-ſup-' 
nole-God ts II as Let us 
there- 


of purer Eyes 


bario 
N. 
How vain 
is it 
it £0. 


ftireech 

fimich/ ford his. 

Feneyay thn 

_ = 
nels in 


un A Sermon preacha\on the. Faſt, 

God hath ſaid it, P/at.:3 þ« 10. The Lord bringeth 

the Cornſel-of the Heathen' Shaw And what-are 

wicked. Chriftians:\better..than Heathens!- and -he 

makerh the Devices of fith;People of noge Effet: : 
We read a notable Inſtance how: God- bloweth 
pon the Counſel-of; his Enemies: He leadeth; as 

3% Caith//ſuch;Counſellors away ſpoiled;' and their 


Counſel _— it-is = raſhiand haſty. 
I/a.'8 ro: God there ſpeaks to the' wicked{zfſyrians | 


coming agdinſthis People j Take Counſel togetber;” and 
it ſbdllootne nought ; heel ewe, anc feat flag 
 Helecthemaſlemble, he ſuffered them 0 conſult; 


bur-all-to no -purpoſe: wanting his-Bleſſing they 


were-as they that had neither Strength nor Under- 
ſtanding.  God:often turneth the Covuiiſel as well 
as 'che:Sword of-wicked ' Men. againſt themſelves, 
Job:1857& he'makerh heir own' Counſel co caft the | 
ee and this God does either 'when he leaves 
Men-cotheir own. Counlels; fiifpending; his Light, 
and- then:theyolall into\tboulands of Errors ; ghen! 
henurodaints; the:greater their Paxcy,. the more: 
vitablecheir Ruine: Or elle be caſes their Coun- 


vice. 'A-notorious In- 
Fiovds fin Human = had the 


” 


"# 
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wo "OLEY we: may he ſt-ſenſible-of 1a4.tordlliic ___ 
gue-Chikicenshuldrem, that-ie Sets had. -- 
cyealaiing Remembrance. | yy) } 
ing endeavour 1. onrghighn 

x anon; of 


a + - Droſs-and their - ho. 
iſements and Aﬀiictions he woe! 


Now thea, if the preſeng of acious 
cd not, we re know where july to der he Blar 
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26 A Setmon preachdontheFaſt, 


. thar God will by his holy Spiric "at you in the 
grear Work of Repenrance, fotliat you will crygad = 
pray unto God heartily, thar you will wreltle wich 
Ys for publick and private Pardon. Thus you 

| have ſeen the firſt thing you ought to coni:of 
God, Grace to and reform ; you have 'alſo 
ſeri che Reaſon, becauſe till then ic is bur Folly co 
expect a'Bleſſing. rey, Toba 

'2. The ſecond thing you are at this and other 
times to beg'of God for the great Council of our - 
Nation, is Counſel. SOA Sr HT 
Wemuſtpray that God would counſel our Coun- 

ſellors, and give our Senators Wiſdom: And 'that 

- none may excuſe the non-performance of this Duty 
where they may collec an excellent form of Prayer 

 futable for this occaſion, ir is ſhore but comprehen- 
five, viz. Ofal. 32. 8. Lerd, inſtruct them in' the 
way they-ſhould go, and guide them with: thine 

che Matter, right for: the Way, - and juſtifiable 
by:the' End.” "Ba | , Ft IRKED293 


1:9 For this we ſhould pray, jag 


2; Becaul e Counlel is ex and proper Ge 
their preſent Occalioos. The Affie har require 


— 


\* 


*Ie&1 December 11, 1695. 2I 
their Inſpeftion and Advice are many and great, 
weighty and .intricate, ic.is no, ſuch eaſy matter to 
perl wade .an_untoward Generation to. better Man- 
ners. _ The purging away the Dregs of Papery and 
Socinianiſm is not lo ſoon accompliſhed; the Stain 
-of Superſticion, Idolatry and Error are not lightly 
waſhed away; -and if there be not that appearance 
of drowning in a Gulph of Popery, yet.the Floods 
of Socinianiſm come on apace and riſe high: ſmall 
matters will not revive decay'd Piety, nor ſubdue 
ſtubborn and dating Vice, it is a difficult Province 
to keep fantaſtical Subje&sin due Obedience. How 
hard 1s it to ſtretch the Sinews of War farther when 
theyare even now ready to break? How wiſe oughe 
they-to. be who would find out what thing wich 
Wings betray'd our Ships at Sea2. A few bare Wiſhes 
will notrecoyer our Peace, compoſe our Divitions, 
nor unite Mens Aﬀections:: And when ſuch extraor- 
dinary Long-ſuffering and Clemency of the Governe 
ment wall not reclaim Mea of perverſe Principles, 


/ 


it. will deſerve.ſome Conſultation by what Methods 
of Juſtice they may be reduc'd, or ar leaſt prevented 
in their malicious Intentions, . Thele and many 
more. Paxticulars that want Redrels, may.m ake yo 
ſenſfible what neceſſity oy is to pray for Counſel ; 

| Ir 
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2> A Sermon preach'd on the Faſt, 
itwere not therefore amiſs that we all-pray'd this 
day, tro morrow, and every: day, that God would. 
bleſs the Conſultations of the Parliamenr. 
The wiſe Man affures us from his own Experi- 
ence, that had we nothing elſe ro condole or dread, 
to look for or ptepare againſt, yet the: very War 
wherein we are ſo much concern'd requires more 
than ordinary Counſel, Prov. r1: 14.' Counſel and: 
Strength are neceſſary for the War :- for in a War 
with ambitious and: bloody, with cruel and bar- 
barous, with falſe and perfidious Enemies, whoſe- 
Power is not eafily reliſted, and ' whoſe Faith is 
ftiot to be credited, we have need: of able Coun- 
fellors. vEt, 7 | : | 
' Hear we bim again, _ t 5. 23; Without Conn- 
el Purpoſes are diſappomted; but- in the -multitade 0 
/ T wy] they 0. paid So again, Prov, A 
i $8; Every Purpoſe is eſtabliſhed by Counſel, Wiſe and 
faichful Counſellours fit at the Helm- like Pilots- 
viding the Ship, fo thar it may paſs 'with Eaſe 
through the tougheſt Waves, and with Safety by- 
the threatning Rocks ; the Pilots therefore fee the - 
Quickſands, and prevent the Danger. 
*" Romani ſedendo Vincent; "was the old Proverb ; the- 
antient Romans defended themfelyes from the Craft 


December 11," 1695. \ 23 
and Power of their Enemies; they alſs extended 
their Dominion, and made their Name rever'd in 
remote places, more by the Prudenceof their Coun- 
ſels, than by the Valour of their Artnies. - 

And what mighty antient and powerful States 
and Kingdoms have been broken and overthrown 
cither by neglect of Counſel, or by: precipitate and 
immarure Ag vice ? p 
Counſel and Strength are the main Pillars. thac 
bear up a Government, yer the former ſeemeth to 
have che Preheminence. - A good Head ſurpaſſeth 
a ſtrong 'Arm, yet in as much as Counſel doth: buc 
chalk ouc che way to Adion,- it requireth a ſtrong. 
Arm ; and when theſe two happily conjoin in the 
ſame Service, what Wonders do they produce? - 
Underſtanding finds out the Matter to be done, 
Counſel, Reaſon and Debate : provide and fic 
Means proper thereunto ;; then Wiſdom undertakes 
the managing of thoſe Means, and by the help of 
Strength in due time the delired End\is obrain(d. | 
In ſhort, it was by the grave Advice of Parlia- 
meat that our gracious King firſt; condeſcended to 
enter into this preſent War ;- and if it pleaſe Gad to 
afliſt the Wiſdom -of this preſent Parliament, and 
ro direct 'and bleſs t 


heir . Conſultations, be .may 


D 2 make 
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antient Romans defended chemielves from the 


2> A Sermon preach'd on the Faſt, 

it were not therefore amiſs that we all -pray'd this 
day, ro morrow, and every day, that God would. 
bleſs the Conſultations of the Parliament. 

The wiſe Man aflures us from his own Experi- 
ence, that had we nothing elſe ro condole or dread, 
to look for or ptepare againſt, yer the very War 
wherein we are ſo much concern'd requires more 
than ordinary Counſel, Prov. r1:; 14. Counſel and: 
Strength are neceſſary for the War :- for in a War 
with ambitious and; bloody, with cruel and bar- 
barous, with falſe and perfidious Enemies, whoſe- 
Power is not eafily reliſted, and whoſe Faith: is 
ftiot to be credited, we have need: of able Coun- © 
fellors. ot 
" Hear we him again, Prov. 15. 23 Without Conn- 
fel Purpoſes are - diſappomted ; but m "the -multitade of 
Gounfetlonrs they are eſtabliſhed. So again, Prov, 20:.. 
i 8; Every Purpoſe is eſtabliſhed by-Counſel. Wiſe and 
faichful Counſellours fit at the Helm- like  Pilots- 

viding the Ship, fo that'it may paſs with Eaſe 
through the rougheſt Waves, and with Safety by 
the threatning Rocks ; the Pilots therefore fee the - 
uickfands, and prevent the Danger. 
* Romani ſedendo Vincmt,; was the old Proverb ; the 
Craft 
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and Power of their Enemies; they-alſa extend 
their Dominion, and made their Name rever'd in 
remote places, more'by the Prudenceof their Coun- 
ſels, than by the Valour of their Armies. -. 

And what mighty *antient and powerful States 
and Kingdoms have been broken and overthrown 
* either by neglect of Counſel, or by precipitate and 
immarure Ag vice ? - 

Counſel and Strength are the main Pillars, thac 
bear up a Government, yet the former ſeemeth to 
have the Preheminence. A good Head ſurpaſſerh 
a ſtrong Arm, yer in as much as Counſel doth: but 
chalk ouc che way to Aion, it requireth a ſtrong. 
Arm ; and when thele two happily conjoin in the 
ſame Service, what Wonders do they produce? 

Underſtanding finds our the Matter to be done, 
Counſel, Realon and Debate : provide and fic 
Means proper thereunto ;. then Wiſdom undertakes 
the managing of thoſe Means, and by the help of 
Strength in dne time the delired End\is obrain'd. 
* Infthort, it was by the grave Advice of Parlia- 
meat that our gracious King firſt; condeſcended to 
enter into this preſent War ;-and if it pleaſe God to 
afliſt the Wifdom - of this preſenc Parliament, and 
to direct /and bleſs their . Conſultations, :he may 
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24 A Sermon preach'd on the Faſt, 
make an happy end thereof, ſooner than they expect; 
who preſume to-ſay. it is not yet begun. 

z. Another Reaſon prompring us to: comply 
with.this Day's Order, and to pray for Counſel for 
this preſent Parliament is, Counſel is the Gift of 
God: 

- It muſt be confeſt, that the Majeſty of the Prince, 
the Fidelity and Wiſdom of his Coynſellors, the 
Prudence and Juſtice-of* his Judges, and the Valour 
of bis Souldiers, are great Supports to-a Nation ; yet 
unleſs God affords his Counſel to every one of 
them in their reſpe&tive places, theſe will totter 
and fall, and come to a fearful end : Convenient is 
ittherefore that we who-muſt otherwiſe ſuffer ia the 
common Ruine, be zealous at the Fhrone'of Grace 
ſning for Divine Wiſdom and-Counſel to aid them 
in time of-need; for it is he that gives Wiſdom to 
the Head, Courage to the Heart, and Strength to 
the Hands. | > 

Thus wiſe Solomon inftrufts us; Prov: 16. 1. The 
Preparations of the Heart in Man, and the Anſwer of the 
Towle is from the Lord: So that the wiſeſt Man 
hath-neicher the Ability. of -devifing what'is fir and 
proper, - nor' yet of-nttering what he ſo finds de- 
-viſed; till hechath- ns it from God ; nor are 

fuch.. 
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December 11, 1695; 2x; 
ſich. precious Talents entruſted with all Per-- 
ſons 1adifferently ; Eccleſ. 2. 26. God giveth to a Man 
that 1s, good in his . fight, Wiſdonrand Knewleds, 

- "We are taught, James 1. 17. that every good and 
| -perfet} Gift cometh from- above, and cometh down from 
| the Father of: Lights, . who if he.fees fic ro ſuſpend 
x his Light, the ſharpeſt Wits, the moſt acute Judg-- 
ments grope but in the dark. zen? 
That God ſhould be the Fountain. of Wiſdom 
and Knowledg, is a Principle-all have afſented to :- 
'foreven the very Heathen-.1n all. their Diſtreſs did 
uſually: apply- unto their Gods for Dire&tion and 
Help., Nor'are we left without ſufficient Precedeaers - 
of this nature, Jude. 18: 5. five Perſons of- the 
' Tribe of Dan, Men. of Valour; were ſeat out as- 
Spies, they confided- not in their own. Policy .or 
Strength, but like wiſe Perſons, deſirous todiſcharge 
their Truſt effectually, they: ask+ Counſel: of 
the Lord, whether:the way they had deſign'd to 
go ſhould proſper ? it wa#' their Belief that God 
only knew, and. it was their Reſolucion to-follow - 
his Direction. bets ES". 
Again, Jugd. 20: 18. 1ſrarl-being to-engage with 
the Tribe of Benjamin, relied not.upon their Num-- 
bers, for they. had often ſeen that the Battel was - 
nov” 
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not to the Strong, but truſted in the Counſel they 
ſhould: receive from God, and therefore before the 
Bartel was begun, went up to the Houſe of God, and 

asked Counſel of God. 
- Let others therefore look to their Achitophel, . Ma- 
chiavel, 4naxagoras, Panetius -or Polybius, or to the 
Conclave of Babylon ; yet let your Eyes look up 
unto the Lord, and beg hard for the Wiſdom which 
4s pure and peaceable, and. then ſhall your Enemies 
by their fitting hatch but a Cockatrice Egg, or 
ſpin a Spider's Web; God will fruſtrate their Devices 
and make their craftieſt Projects of none <cffe&, 
-while your own Counſellors ſhall be guided in the 
-ways of Peace and Happineſs. 6 
Pray toGod; for he hath aſſurd you, Prov.8.1 4. 
that Counſel, found Wiſdom, Underſtanding and 
Strength are his; vain and fruicleſs Devices the 
'Devil may furniſh his Inſtruments with, bur ſound 

Counſel and Wiſdom is only from the Lord. 
3. Pray to God heattily chat -he would give the 
_ Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding to the Ho- 
nourable Houſes of Parliament, for God hath pro- 


-miſed upon our praying to beſtow this Bleſſing, 
Hear how our Saviour reaſons with the Jews, 


Luke 11. 11. they had been poiſon'd by entertain- 
= | 1ng 
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ing ſome falſe Notions of God, and were jealous 
of him- in reſpe&t of his Love and Bounty : to 
rhem our Saviour faith, if youthar-are raſh, fiery: 
and inconſtderate Creatures, ſabje& to ſundry 
Paſhons and Humours, have notwithſtanding that 
Afﬀection-for your Cnildren that you gratify them 
in what they ask, provided it be uſeful and good 
to them, why then ſhould not your heavenly Fa- 
ther, the God of Love and Mercy, who is- not 
ſubje&t to thoſe Diſtractions and Changes which- 
are incident to Fleſh and Blood, moſt treely give 
you-the belt chings, even the Spiric 6f* Wiſdom, - 
provided. you ask as you ought? if- therefore we - 
ask, they ſhall receive. | 
For our farther Encourageinent,. St. James from: 
God hath told us, James 1. 17. thar' if any Man: 
lacketh Wiſdom, . he fhould ask ir of: God, who- 
giveth to all-Men liberally, and upbraideth not.. Fear no-+ 
Reproach for asking, your Petition ſhall not be- 
thrown out, provided ' it be delivered with Faith,; 
Humility and Fervency ; you fhall not be brow-' 
beaten for thus addreſſing, bur. you-may bclieve;. 
that: he wha hath told us he loveth- a cheertub' 
Giver,. is himſelf a liberal Benefa@or. > 
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+ Solomon being called to the Throne, wiſely con- 
| .fidered the Weight of a 'Scepter, and the Cares 
of a Crown, and therefore in his firſt Peticion that 
he-made to God, 1:Kings 3. 9. he beg'd an under- 
| landing Heart, Counſel and DireCtion from God, 
ro go in and out before ſo great a People, thar 
he might exert his Power to the right-ends, Viz, 
God's Glory, and his Subjefts Good. 'And if 
you read 1-Kings 4. 29, 30. God both heard and 
was well pleaſed with this Prayer; he denied him 
not the Requeſt-of his Lips, but gave him ſuch a 
meaſure of Knowledg, ſuch a Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Underſtanding, that he thereby ſurpaſſed even 
ro a wonder all his Contemporaries, whether Friends 
or:Foes. -; LU 
Daniel and his three Companions made their 
Supplication before-God for Wiſdom, they were in 
a difficult Poſt, living in the midſt of their Ene- 
mies, and therefore needed DireCtion, left unhap- 


ily O__ occaſion that the. Name of God 
uld blaſphemed ; 'their Prayer was an- 


ſwered, Dar. 1. 17. and notwithſtanding they 
were but as -Children for Years, they became 
wiſer than the Aged. 


To 
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- Thirdly. To what'ends we ſhould'thus Pray.” 

The great ends why we ſhould pray for Coun- 
fel and Wi /dem for thele our Repreſentatives, we 
may. find in the Prayer that'the Church hath (cc 
out upon this particular occaſion, namely. that 
by their -Conſulrations Good may accrue to the 
Church of God ; Safety ,. Honour 'and Welfare 
may be Eſtabliſhed to the King and His King- 
doms; and that all things may be fo ordered and 
ſcrtled by their Endcavetit upon the Beſt and 
Sureſt Foundations, that Peace and Happineſs , 
Truth and Juſtice, Religion-tnd Piety may be E- 
ſabliſhed arfong us for all Generations. - And 
what'can any Man defire''more "tharithat the 
Churchi of God may flouriſh'by means: of ric Re- 
ligion' and Piety'; that the' King's Honour and 
Safety, and His Kingdoms Welfare may-be pre 
ferved by the opholding Truth; and" eu 
of Juſtice ? and theſe/ things-- -thus happily ' At 
chieved *( by: God's Rleflinig uport* their Coun- 
ſcls) "How Peacctul, how Happy ſhall we! and 
our Poſterity be ? 
"1.7 One" great: end:1s' for te adbd: 6f- the 


c har ths, "yy means of their Godly Wiſdom, 
E Religion 
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and Picty may flouriſh among us : Re- 
gion and Piety, that-is, Soundnc(s. of Dactrine, 
b-. j Holinef of. Conyerſatiqn. 

. As to the: Firſt, that of DoCtrine, the ut-cr- 
ring Rulc thereof is the Scriptures, which, if du- 
ly obſerved, Hereſfies and. Schiſns would vanyh 
from among us : not but that citherof theſe pre- 
tend Scripture. in their Juſtification, yet ba arc 
not ſound in the Expoſition of them: and the di- 
ſtinftion were cafily made, if Men would depare 
from their Pride _ Conceitedneks, and — 
Modeſty compare Scripture with Scripture, and 
where after ſuch compariſon, the Thuthdoth nor 
ſo fully appear as —_ be wifh'd, they would 
then ask Judgment of thoſe Reyerend Fathers of 
the. Church,whot Piety, and Learning have paf- 
{kd without juſt contradiction for many Ages... 

_ Chryſippus doating. on his own Learning and 
Subcilty in Diſpuce, boaſtedthat he ofener want- 
cd new Opinions, than Arguments to- defend 


them :- we have of late days oj wa of ſome of 
tus Scholars. 
- It was the Opinion of fome exemplary. for 
Knowledge as well as Picty, that Religion had 


bur 
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but Three Grand Enenucs; Zzkhe-waimneſs, Pro- 
rms and Novelty : ST the-firſt- we have 
en a long time veſter d ; by the ſecond never 
fo much as of late, and: that has made way for 
the other of Novelty : and it ſcems- a juſt -conſes 
quence ;' for keing True Religion is fo much 
out of Faſhion, ſome have htc the moſt 
opportune time toſhut it quite outof the World; 
ours at leaſt ;and have therefore boldly, by No- 
ycl Opinions, ſtruck at Two of the-Fundamen- 
tal Points thereof ; the Sacrifice of Chrift's death, 
denying it to be Mcrnorious, and Confounding 
inſtcad of Explaming the, MyRery-of the Glort = 
ous Trinity , tnaking too fair a way-for Poly- k. 
theme 5 thi ſo 125 hitherto ſuffered, and 2 
ned at, ( for if fone had not Slepr, others 
had not had Opportunity to. Sow. theſe" Tares-) 
hath cncourag'd another. to. attempe the Whole 
Body of Chriſtianity, denying any "thing therein 
to be Myſterious. 

Need we have to-Pray, that God wonk Ie 
ſpire with his Heavenly Wiſdom them &har Sir 
at the Helm, leaſt ſuch Hurricanes ariſing, the 
| Sup of the CHURCH bs FO! and Rcligi- 
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on." as tothe Dottrinal Part,be loſt in theStorm. 
As much necd of help hath the Practical part 
Religion and Piety, £ mean holineſs of le | 
And how & ſhall we be holpen unleſs it ſhall pleaſe 
God to direct thoſe, to whon1 he hath g 
|. the Power, tobe careful that the WholÞme 
p Laws already made be put in due Execution,and 
to prepare others to Curb and Reſtrain Wicked- 
neſs and Vice. 
We lieunder a biting Sarcaſme (I wiſh I could 


fay Slander ) that none are more wiſe in deyt- 
ſing Laws than the Engliſh, but-.every one cx- 
—_ them in the! Execution * Sin would not be 
ſo tcarleſs,'did ſome preſent Purnſhment remind 
the Sinner of Eternal ; time was that! Men dare 
not but-appear ſomething: rowardly-and good , 

bur:now they are paſſed all Hyporrifee; we arc 
come- up to down-right ' Impudence + they de- 
clare their Sin'as Sodom, they hide it not. The - 

Conſtable, the Church-warden, the Juſtice, and 
who not; ſces it or hears it' and who ſees It, fo 
ſfafc chey are, they care not: If I may ſpeak, my 
fear 1t 1s this, that unleſs they, for aiich we this 
Day are to Pray: _ by the dp of God's Grace, 
- Suppreſs 


ef f 
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Supprefs the Prophaneſs,Pride; Drunkerineſs, Luſt, 
Swearing, Forſwearing and Sabbath ea! 199 fo | 
rife among us, there will in aſhore timebe bur a 
licele, if any true Church in theſe. Three Nations.- 
2. Wee thus pray for Counſel for our Senatotirs, 
for the pood of the State, that for the Kings Honour, 
and his Kingdoms Welfare, they'would feet to the 
maintaining Truth, and execucing Juſtice; 
Words can have no greater ornamentthan treith, 
*tis-rrot fo miich Rethorick of Elegancy "of | Lam 
guage thatdoes Beauifie our diſcourſe! as 'Verity 
and plainneſs; and yet now-this great beauty is- 
out of Favour, not but that Men may ſpeakitruth, 
for maiiy ſay 'King William is our'Kitis, and: that he 
ought to be obeyed inall his lawfit commands, yer 
divers {peak this truch; but' as Judas ſpoke of Chiricy, | 
to ſerve their intereſt'; "not that they accotihel 4t' 
rruch, for/it'is'#ppatenc, that ſomewhoſayf&with 
their” Tongues, yer reſerve Rancour, ! Malice ayd” 
Revenge ir their Heirts,”-whieh-ar particular tindes 
and places break forch-arthoir ips//Others are Boy 
gers of Lyes,'they'ealutritiate'he!Perſon'and)Ma- 
jelty, or:elſe here paged nee op of ont'Sove- 
reign (who! werehe not!a&Good,as Great,” they. 
16ng ere thisha&hadino breath:re[peakiwidh Þby 
thismegnslecking torend the heatsof his Subjects | 


from F 


of / 
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from him ; Now what ſuch falſe Tongues deſerve; 
David who 'was ſufficiently perſecuted by them de- 
clares, Þſal. 120. 4. Sharp Arrows of the Mighty with 
Coals of Juniper. Juniper burns extraordinary herce, 
a andextraordinary puniſhment ſuch Perſons deſerve, 
| and if onceDavidsWorthies would fee good to com- 

mand it, this would not only conduce much to the , 
Honour and Safety of David, but leave a Fragrant 

{mell-arifing thence, which would cheriſh the hearts 

of all'that truly Serve God and Honour the King. 

Beſides this publick crutch of unfcigned love and 

Loyalty that ought to be perſonal for the honour 

and ſafety of his Majeſty the head of the State, there 

is alſo a private truth, for want whereof che body 

\ of the State ſuffers in ics Welfare. i 

_ How common is Lying, Perjury, Forſwaring 

andForgerys from common diſcourſe, Truth ſeems 

in a manner quire exploded, and nothing more fre- 

» queat than L ying,and Banter, and that for the ſake 

_ of Merriment, and therefore as Solon once told The» 

es, ſo weinow find ir, Men have praRtifed lying 

to long for ſport, that 'at laſt they are become car- 

neſt at it ; and therefore we find it in Promiſes and 

Covenants, and in matrers of Trade, Lying, Fraud 

d Deceit,which are bur other names for the fame -| 

thing are ſo cuſtomary,chat one would judg ir-wete 


a 
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a Proverb of Solomons, That plain dealing ſhould dye 4 | 
Beggar : What Nation can entertain a good opini- 
on or {eek a correſpondence with a State thus habi- 
tuated ? 5 8 of 

| As for Juſtice, we may with Jeremy,  Jere,'5. 7. 
Rant to and fro thro the ſtreets of Cyties, and alſo into the 
Country Villages to find one that profeſſeth it: One 
Juſt co God, Juſt ro Ceſar, Jult ro his Neighbour, 
and Juft ro Himſelf is hard to find; how often 
have we heard that Juſtice hath not only ſhun'd 
the common converſation, but hath deſerred the ye- 
ry, perſons and places of its uſual abode ? 

Let one great in Power, or mighty 1a Wealth, 
tranſpgreſs a Law, provided it be that of Swearing, - 
chat of Drunkeaneſs, that of Sabah breaking,: or, 
that of Murder or Adultry; nay, all cheſe and any-- 
other, yer where: is the. Wrerch . who dare be {o 
hardy 2s to teftifie the truth, or if ſuch-be to be 
found, it will be long ere we can had a Magiſtrate 
will hear him, ſo as to exccure his Office. and dil- 
charge his Conſcience,Pallis cateth for none of theſe 


things, Fiat Juſtitia 1at ce[um-is gone hence, Thefear 
of the Miniſter of Juſtice is ofren-timesthe ſecuriry , 
of. the org or wh SY Sori of Fear, be 
ts the 11d © Hape , A wardin .expeE pearior : Yo 
Neo ericy of the Law, or ar leaſt : 
means waat ſhall become . 


- Need 


cool his Z&l,and by Tug] 
of [uſtice ? 


& therefore to pray-char 
flours be-zealous 1 itt 


A 


wo 4 


.*;Your Eyes are/upon the. Parliament; you with _ 
Fg doors of iheir houſts,:yougl:dly-get into theit _ 


Company;yeu.conſult cheix Vores, atid all co be ac- 
nted; wi 4 : 5 4 IF ie : gbr Bp 2E N= 
dofor your: goat - this"; argues y 

| -dependance upori their Councels;; lift 

your: hearts and voices roiGod, and! 
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